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The account in the Records proceeds to relate that from
Bing-ghyul or Thousand Springs the pilgrim continued his
journey westward and after going 140 or 150 li he arrived at
the city of Ta-lo-ssii. This city was eight or nine li in circuit:
here traders and Tartars (or, trading Tartars) from other coun-
tries lived pell-mell: in natural products and climate the city
much resembled Su-she.

The Ta-lo-ssu of this passage is undoubtedly the Taras
or Talas of several old writers and travellers. Dr Bret-
schneider, properly rejecting M. Saint-Martin's identification
of Taras, is disposed to place the site of the city near
that of the present Aulie-ata on the river Taras, and
Dr Schuyler is of the same opinion. * This seems to be
correct enough for practical purposes, but the old Taras
(or Talas) was probably some miles to the south-east of
the modern town Aulie-ata. It should be added that
while the distance between Su-she and Taras in this
passage is 540 li the distance between the Sui-ye city
and Taras is given elsewhere as only 310 li.*

Our narrative proceeding tells us that above ten li to the
south of Taras was a small isolated town inhabited by above
300 Chinese. These men had originally been taken captive by
the Turks and carried off to this district: they had afterwards

1 Med. Res. Vol. I. p. 18 note and p. 228 note.   See Schuyler's
Turkistan Vol. H. p. 120.

2  T'ang-Shu, ch. 43 and 221.